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Kendal Wills work to a fixed price menu of 
services so you know where you are at the start, 
so there are no nasty surprises. The prices are 
always kept highly competitive, and include free 
home visits, up to a 50 mile radius of Kendal. The 
company is not VAT registered and so this saves 
20% on the final bill. If you require something 
more complicated than normal, we will advise 
you of the price before work commences. 

Specialists in writing Wills, Lasting Powers of 
Attorney, Probate and Trusts covering Cumbria, 
South Lakes and North Lancashire.

“Mr Rodman was so easy to talk to, very 
understanding and I felt I had all the time 
I needed to discuss with him making my 
Will, I never felt rushed. I now have a Will 
and Trust in place which has given me 
peace of mind.”

Mrs J F Kendal
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IN THIS ISSUE:

WHY WOULD YOU BUY YOUR  
FUNERAL PLAN IN ADVANCE?

That is a good question. Surely, you must 
have better things to spend your money on! 
If you have plenty of money, and close family, 
you might think they can sort everything  
out after your day. It is helpful if your family 
know what you would want, and details may 
be given in a Will or separate letter of  
wishes. For most of us, it is not a subject we 
like to talk about, so it can be overlooked. 
Typically, families will consider what parents 
or those before them did.

Those of us with fewer relatives may be 
attracted to the idea of organising their 
funeral now. Questions could arise at the  
time of death, which are better dealt with 
now. For example, where should the funeral 
service be held? Should there be a church 
service or a service at the crematorium? 
Should I be buried or cremated? You may  
like to know now, what it will all cost.

So how does a pre-paid funeral plan work? 
You buy a plan now. Typically, this will be 
with one of the leading pre-paid funeral 
plan providers. Some are attached to funeral 
directors. The cost of such plans ranges 
 from under £2,000 to around £4,000 for  
a “quality funeral”.

If you are paying cash up front, this is 
invested in a trust fund until you die.  
These trust funds are regulated by trustees 
who monitor how the fund is doing.

Alternatively, you could also pay monthly 
premiums for an agreed period. The deal is 
that your payment will buy the funeral even 
if costs have risen since you bought the 
plan. Most plans are clearly worded what is 
included and what isn’t. On your death the 
pre-paid funeral plan company instruct a  
local funeral director to carry out the funeral 
as you wished. Most companies will allow you 
to choose a funeral director if you want to.

Typically, the funeral plan will not cover 
additional items such as a headstone or a 
funeral tea after the service, or a notice in  
a local paper. However, it should provide for  
the major costs of the funeral and cremation  
or burial. Perhaps what is helpful, is that it 
gets people thinking about what they  
would like, beforehand. If there are unusual 
wishes, questions can be dealt with while 
they are alive and well.

Kendal Wills deal with several leading  
pre-paid funeral plan companies.

 

IF I HAVE AN ENDURING POWER OF 
ATTORNEY SHOULD I TAKE OUT A NEW 
LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY?
Although “Lasting Powers of Attorneys” 
have been around for 12 years now, there 
are still lots of people with the older 
“Enduring Powers of Attorneys”. Questions 
can arise about these, and the differences 
between the two documents.

The Enduring Power of Attorney is a fairly  
simple document, which enables you to appoint 
your Attorneys, in case you lose mental capacity. 
It only relates to finance and property. The 
documents are only registered when the need 
arises. So if the donor, (the person who made  
the document) starts to lose mental capacity,  
the document should be registered with the 
Office of Public Guardian.

There are some potential problems with these 
documents. Firstly, who decides when the donor 
has lost capacity? The Donor may say they are 
fine! It really needs a professional medical opinion. 
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When buying anything, there is typically a  
normal price you might expect to pay. If you 
are offered something much cheaper, there is 
generally a good reason why. For example, it could 
be a piece of furniture you have to build yourself 
or an electrical item that soon goes wrong! 

This is also true with buying a Will. The low cost 
offerings tend to be, Will Packs, from a stationers 
shop, on line Wills, and some Will providers 
advertising on line.

The first thing to consider is that these are 
always going to be very simple Wills.

Possibly the cheapest option is the Will Pack. 
These provide all the documents, but essentially, 
you are creating the Will yourself. These sell for  
£5-£20. Sadly, some customers are simply not 
aware of the problems they may face and the 
Will may not always be executed correctly. This 
can mean the completed Will is invalid, which can 
create an Intestacy, the same situation as if there 
was no Will at all. This can mean your chosen 
beneficiaries do not receive the gifts you intended.

Such packs are unlikely to offer alternative 
beneficiaries, if a chosen beneficiary dies 
unexpectedly. A move on from this, is an online 
Will, where you buy a Will kit, which you can 
download. The same problems exist. However, 
some companies will also appoint their firm as 
executor in the on line Will, so the family have 
to go back to them at the time of death. 

The fees charged may be higher than would be 
charged by a local solicitor for example. Ben 
Wilkinson writing in the Daily Mail on 17th, July 
2019 gave details of such a case. 

Also beware if a Will writing service simply 
appears too cheap. I have seen on line companies 
advertise that they will visit you and produce a Will 
for you for as little as £14. This may be used as an 
opportunity to get in front of potential customers, 
to then sell them other products and services such 
as funeral plans. Sadly, the Will, may not actually 
be that great. The adviser is also unlikely to want 
to spend much time producing the Will, or return 
for a second meeting, to make sure the Will is 
signed and witnessed correctly, so the customers 
can be left having to arrange the signing 
themselves and as before, mistakes can arise. 

BE CAREFUL WITH LOW 
PRICE INTERNET WILLS 

IF I HAVE AN ENDURING POWER OF 
ATTORNEY SHOULD I TAKE OUT A 
NEW LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY? 
(CONTINUED...)
This may be time consuming to obtain and even 
then, the donor may not be happy. They may fear 
losing control of their affairs. 

A second problem can arise if the document has 
any mistakes in it. These will only come to light 
when it is sent for registration, and it may be 
rejected. The question then is, “Can the donor 
set up a new document if they have lost mental 
capacity”, and the answer is likely to be no.

The newer Lasting Powers of Attorneys come in 
two types. “Finance and Property” and “Health 
and Welfare”. 

The Finance and Property document replaced 
the old Enduring Power of Attorney. The main 
difference is that they are registered straight 
after signing. They can also be used straight 
away if the donor wishes, and they can be used 
before the donor loses mental capacity. For 
example, if the donor is in hospital for a long 
time. If the donor is concerned, they can choose 
to have the document only used, when they have 
actually lost mental capacity.

The other document, the Health and Welfare 
Lasting Power of Attorney is about your 
treatment in hospital, and allows your attorneys 
to advise how you wish to be looked after. This 
is also very important, if you are unable to give 
instructions yourself, for example if you have 
suffered a stroke and find difficulty in speaking.

So in conclusion, if you have an Enduring Power 
of Attorney that is positive. However, there are 
further advantages with the newer documents.

Top Secret! We sell prepaid funeral plans

Some of the subjects discussed in 
this publication are complicated. You 

may want to contact us for more 
information on 01539 728020

You might like to see our videos  
about writing a Will on our website at 

www.kendalwills.co.uk

WORD SEARCH Find the following words:

1. Attorney
2. Executor
3. Beneficiary
4. Intestacy
5. Codicil
6. Legacy
7. Family
8. Probate
9. Funeral
10. Trust
11. Guardian
12. Witness
13. Sign
14. Will


